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156 THE MONIST. 

ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DER SINNESORGANE. Vol. II. No. 4. 

CONTENTS: 

Zur PSYCHOLOGIE DER Komplexionen und Relationen. By E. Meinong. 

Wundt's Antikritik. By C. Stumpf. 

Ueber die Unterschiedsempfindlichkeit fuer kleine Zeitgroessen. Eine 

vorlaufige Mitteilung. By F. Schumann.. 
Litteraturbericht. 

Professor A. Meinong discusses Ch. v. Ehrenfels's article "Ueber Gestalt- 
qualitaten " * adding the results of his own investigations suggested to him by this 
essay. Ehrenfels starts from Professor Mach's consideration of figure and melody 
(see Mach's Beitriige zur Analyse der Empfi ndungen) and proposes the question, 
What are figure and melody in themselves ? Are they merely a combination of 
elements or are they something in contradistinction to their elements, something 
entirely new ? Melodies and figures, says Ehrenfels, can be so transposed that 
not any one of their original elements will remain. Thus the similarity of figures 
in space as well as of tones is something different from the similarity of their ele- 
ments ; they must be something different than their mere sum. This is " the figure- 
quality" or Gestaltsqualitat, and Ehrenfels distinguishes between two kinds, (1) 
those of time (2) those of space, which he calls (1) Tongestalten and (2) Raumgestalten. 
In addition to these are discussed the figure-qualities of sensations and of inner 
apperception. Ehrenfels proposes the psychological question whether these figure- 
qualities are immediately given together with their foundations or whether they 
must be considered as the product of a special activity, and he decides in favor of 
the former possibility. Professor Meinong whose work has been in similar lines, 
refers to his article ' ' Phantasievorstellung und Phantasie " f and criticises the term 
"figure-quality," proposing in its stead the words fundierend and fundiert, using 
the German term Fundament as a correlative expression of "relation." There is 
no relation without complexity and psychological experience has actually to deal 
with complex facts only. Melody and figure are names for the totality of the foun- 
dations including their "founded" contents. 

It may be that we are unduly prejudiced in favor of our own terminology, but 
it seems to us that the expression "form" will prove to be the most appropriate 
word. Form is neither quality nor quantity, but form can produce qualities. Let 
the same qualities, say of chemical elements, combine in different forms, and we 
shall obtain substances with different qualities. Figure and melody are special 
kinds of form. Forms consist in and originate through combination, and the unity 
produced through a special form-combination is actually something new, as much 
so as if it were a special-creation act. This wonderful power of form makes the 
study of form all-important in all branches of science. A neglect of the study of 
form will lead either to materialism when matter and motion are conceived as the 
only quality-producing factors, or to agnosticism as soon as a deeper inquiry proves 
that matter and motion are not sufficient to explain the most essential properties of 
the objects of investigation. We cannot judge from the present article how much 



* Vierteljahrsschr.f. wissensch. Phil. 1890. 3, p. 249-292. 

t ZeitschriftfUr Phil. «. philos. Kritik. Vol. 95, p. 173. 1889. 
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Ehrenfels and Meinong are in sympathy with our standpoint, but we can see that 
their efforts are in the same direction. 

The second article is a rejoinder by Prof. C. Stumpf of Munich to Prof. W. 
Wundt's reply to his critic. Professor Stumpf complains of Wundt that he ignored 
the points raised in his criticism and that his "Antikritik" consisted only of " a 
chain of distortions and insinuations." 

F. Schumann publishes his results regarding sensibility for the difference be- 
tween smallest quantities of time. He employed a chronograph modified in two 
respects from Wundt's chronograph. First he replaced the expensive chronometer 
by a treading-wheel and introduced Pfeil's time-marker, which, as he thinks, is 
handier as well as more precise than Wundt's time-marker. Schumann's results 
agree with the results of Professor Mach showing a maximum of 03 — C4 seconds, 
the relation of the perceptible difference to the normal time being in different per- 
sons only 0022. (Hamburg and Leipsic : L. Voss.) «pf. 

PHILOSOPHISCHES JAHRBUCH. Vol. IV. No. 3. 

CONTENTS : 

Enthaelt die chemisch-physikalische Atomtheorie Widersprueche ? By 
S. J, Linsmeier. 

Noch einmal zu Platon's Timaeus p. 51 E — p. 52 B. By Clemens Baeumker. 

Das Gesetz von der Erhaltung des Lebens. (Zusatz der Redaction.) By 
IV. Frye. 

Die logischen Gaenge des Denkens. By Dr. G. Grupp. 

W. Wundt's System der Philosophie. By C. Gutberlet. 

Recensionen und Referate. 

The publishers and editors of The Monist are not Roman Catholics and we 
suppose that the majority of our readers are not either. But all the more it appears 
to us necessary to state as a matter of justice that the Roman Catholic publica- 
tions (i. e. those which avowedly and confessedly represent Roman Catholic 
thought) are far superior to their analogous Protestant contemporaries. The latter 
are debating their particular sectarianisms and do not seem to be interested in the 
progress of their times. They do not heed the discoveries of science or the views 
of philosophers, they live in a world of their own. It is different with Roman 
Catholics. The present magazine proves that they have thinkers among them who 
keep abreast of the time. It is true that there is more discipline in the camp of 
Roman Catholics which shuts their champions out from free enquiry in a certain 
direction concerning some fundamental tenets, but with all this discipline goes 
along a broad-mindedness in attacking the different problems of modern science and 
philosophy and bringing them into harmony with the Roman Catholic faith. 

The Philosophisches Jahrbuch is published by the Gorres-Gesellschaft and ed- 
ited by Dr. Const. Gutberlet. Jacob Joseph Gorres is the well-known champion of 
the Catholic Church (1776-1848) — a restless spirit who began his public career as 
an enthusiastic defender of the French Revolution for the propagation of which he 
published a fanatical journal Das rothe Blatt. With the rise of Napoleon he 
despaired of the cause of liberty, but he took courage again in the war of inde- 
pendence (1813-1815). In his journal Der Rheinische Merktir he denounced bit- 
terly those Germans who still held to the French ; he recommended his countrymen 
to have more love for their language, customs, and traditions and exhorted the 
princes to stand united against the common foe and re-institute the empire. The 



